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This has been a very successful year for the MIWC, and I want to thank each of 
you for your contributions and energy, ideas and hard work, and most of all…for 
your participation in our club.  The motto of the MIWC is camaraderie, culture 
and charity.  We are primarily a social club, and we also give back to our 
community, country and internationally through donations of time, energy and 
money.  One indicator of our success as a club is our continued upward trend in 
membership…at the end of 2013, we had approximately 250 active members 
from almost 30 countries.  But a more important measure of success is the very 
positive and inclusive feeling of our club.  We are a touchstone and gathering 
group for short- and long-term expatriates as well as our many German 
members.  I am proud to be part of this group of strong, interesting, open and 
kind women. 
 
It is hard to know where to start my report to you about the state of our club in 
2013; there is so much to share!  But where better to begin than by recognizing 
the efforts of the 45 members of our committee team.  Our club is organized by 
teams for each of its functions.  These volunteers work together not only on their 
specific teams, but also attend monthly committee team meetings where they 
report on and discuss relevant club issues.  Throughout the year a few members 
left the committee team for various reasons; others joined; and still others 
changed to different positions on the committee team. Current committee team 
members will be recognized individually later in the AGM. 
 
So to begin… 
 
Activities 
Anne Scheepstra , Erika Samano, Leslie Whitmore 
Our Activities team, often known as our A-team, has been active as always. This 
team coordinates, brainstorms, oversees and assists the approximately 30 team 
leaders for each of over 26 monthly activities, several of which meet weekly.  The 
efforts of the activities coordinators make these activities run so smoothly that 
most of us don’t realize the work behind the scenes.  An appreciation luncheon 
was held in the autumn by the A-team to thank these activities volunteers.  Here 
are some highlights from 2013’s monthly activities: 
 
Anne organized ten monthly tours, almost all of which were fully booked and 
often had a waiting list:  Café Luitpold Museum, a Weisse Rose tour, ethnic 
grocery shops, the Maximilianaeum, Fürstenfeld Church and garden show, a tour 
of the town of Wasserburg, Wassmeier Bauernmuseum, and the amazing 
Hundertwasser Kuchlbauer Brewery.  Total participants: 210, an average of 21 
per tour.   



 
Also very special were 2 bus tours organized in coöperation with Berr Reisen. 
The first one was a 3-day-trip to the carnival in Venice in February, also open to 
partners. In total 16 people (6 couples and 4 individual members) attended this 
memorable tour.  Horrendous weather and a cancelled costume parade on the 
famous San Marco square made this tour an unforgettable one.  The second bus 
tour was a visit to the Easter Egg Fountains in Fränkische Schweiz in April.  Nine 
members attended this fun day trip, with a weisswurst breakfast (with beer!) in 
the bus. 
 
The generosity and support of our members for hosting special activities open to 
everyone are shown by the following events:  a Divali luncheon was organized by 
member, Swati Rane, for the second year; Isabella Knoblauch’s special walk and 
brunch; Alex Koch’s famous cocktail party; and last but not least, Hope and Nick 
Moore’s wonderful annual New Year’s Eve party. 
 
Annual Fundraiser:  Christmas Bazaar 
Francesca MacQuarrie, Teresa Saunders, Michele Papke 
Under the professional and thorough leadership of Francesca MacQuarrie, the 
2013 Christmas bazaar greatly expanded to include non-MIWC vendors and 
shoppers.  Forty vendor tables were booked, and very successful tombola, bake 
sale, book and media sale and refreshments sale earned a grand total €3,504, all 
of which will be donated to our charity projects.  Sponsors underwrote all costs of 
supplies and printing.  Many members participated in countless ways, from 
selling their items to volunteering their time for various stations and functions to 
soliciting items for the tombola, bake and book sales, extra tables and much 
more.  The committee team has recommended that the club build on this 
success and repeat the event again. 
 
Technology and Communications 
Georgia Chapman, Saskia Akyil, Chris Carney, Tina Chu, Linn Lenne, Judith 
Berendson, Saskia Wouterson, Trish Fosbury, Francesca MacQuarrie 
The website and blog teams have been combined into one team:  Technology 
and Communications. 
 
This team continues to be very pro-active and busy in being responsive to 
changes in technology, as well as to the needs and uses of the resources of time 
and finances for our general membership and for the team members themselves. 
Special thanks in particular to Georgia Chapman and Saskia Akyll for the 
successful launch and transition to the club’s ongoing news site, otherwise 
known as the blog. 
 
Maintenance of the club calendar and the weekly activities reminder has been 
taken over by the Activities team. 
 



In early 2013 the T&C team successfully transitioned from PDF newsletter to 
ongoing news site on blogger.com.  They dealt with many issues, most of which 
were related to the password process protecting the privacy of the contents.  
Several training sessions for held for members.  As members adjusted to the 
transition, the T&C team was very responsive to their input and questions.  At the 
end of 2013, the team decided to move to a single all-purpose website: updated 
news, standard information and all communications will be hosted in one place.  
In addition, new membership management software will be implemented.  This 
transition is scheduled for early 2014. 
 
FAWCO 
Hope Moore, Chris Czyszyczewski 
The FAWCO team, led by Hope Moore, was busy in 2013.  Working with the 
Frauenhaus liaisons, they will again submit to the FAWCO Foundation a 
Development Grant proposal for a Frauenhaus Assertiveness/Self-Defense 
Training for Victims of Domestic Abuse.  One other Development Grant and 
several Education/Skills Enhancement Awards applications are currently being 
completed and will be submitted for the January deadline.  Club members 
attended the March Annual Conference in Bern and the October Regional 
Conference in Cologne, strengthening our relationship with FAWCO and bringing 
back many ideas shared between clubs for our MIWC.  We held a second 
successful Tax and Banking Seminar provided by a FAWCO contact (with no 
charge to our club); other expat members from Munich attended, supporting 
our community outreach. The Technology and Communications team learned of 
new membership software through information from the FAWCO regional 
conference.  The club donated €500 to the FAWCO Philippines Disaster Relief 
Fund, as a safe and sure way that our donation will go directly to the 
women and children in need after the devastating typhoon.  MIWC member and 
FAWCO Foundation president, Michele Hendrikse DuBois made presentations 
about this philanthropic arm of FAWCO at committee team and general 
meetings.  At the September general meeting, the FAWCO NEEED Burkina Faso 
lambs project liaison, Suzanne Plopper, gave a very informative brief overview 
about this project that Alex Koch introduced to the club many years ago. 
  
Charity/Frauenhaus 
Liaisons: Teresa Saunders, Jane Romain;  Drivers:  Deidre Tighe, Michele 
Papke, Ulla Barth-Christoffersen, Donna Ralph; Used books sale: Jacqueline 
Bex 
In a few minutes, the Charity/Frauenhaus team will be making a thorough 
presentation about the club’s outreach projects.  So just to say that the club is 
fortunate indeed to have its two new liaisons, Jane Romain and Teresa 
Saunders, step into Alexandra Thom-Heinrich’s big shoes upon her resigination 
from this position.  The Frauenhaus is very happy with the relationship they have 
with us, and always appreciative of our involvement and contributions of funds to 
programs for the women and children, as well as donations of clothing, food, 
time, and help with special projects. 



 
MING, Open Door and other outreach 
Hope Moore, Ellen Pabst, Joyce Eckard  
MIWC joined the newly founded Munich international umbrella organization, 
MING, in 2013. Through this network and outreach to the international 
community, members, partners and friends participated in fun events at 
Frühlingsfest and the July 4 Independence Day celebration at Waldwirtshaft.  A 
number of MING members attended our Tax and Banking Seminar.  We 
advertised the Bazaar through the MING newsletter and several MING members 
attended.  There has been some interest from MING members to join MIWC.   
 
Other networking and outreach:  We remain a member of another international 
umbrella organization, Open Door, through which members can participate in 
member clubs’ activities in other cities.  Several of our members contributed 
baked items to the AAUPW bake sale fundraiser for KlinkClowns in July.  
Members represented our club at the information day at the US Consulate, also 
in July. 
 
Welcoming 
Joyce Eckard, Seema Behl, Michele Hendrikse DuBois, Anna Barklund, Sandra 
Frederiks, Liz Bennett 
The Welcoming team reorganized in March, and team member Anna Barklund 
designed and implemented new nametags with the MIWC logo at the top. 
 
Monthly New Members coffees are increasingly well attended and a good way for 
new and pending members to get to know people in a more intimate 
environment.  
 
Member Care 
Hanneke Ter Maat, Maya Mehling 
The Member Care team sends cards and flowers to members in times of illness, 
sympathy and celebration.  They sent a few get well cards and flowers, as well 
as recognizing two new marriages, one 50-year wedding anniversary and the 
birth of at least one member’s baby, proving in their words, that we are a group of 
all ages! 
 
Hospitality 
Uta Brandt, Astrid Poell, Frances Beasley, Julie Olsson, Carol Hoffmann, Chris 
Carney, Marcia Riley, Hafida Lehtihet 
This team organizes refreshments, often including homemade goodies, for all 
general and committee team meetings as well as some special events.  Special 
thanks for their extra efforts at the Tax and Banking seminar as well as the 
Christmas bazaar, certainly a hospitality highlight. 
 
Finance Team 
Peggy Dauser, Hope Moore, Roxey Lau, Saskia Wouterson, Cecily Garver 



The bank signatories were successfully updated to reflect current executive 
board and finance team members.  With the addition of three new members, the 
finance team has reorganized its functions, led by two finance professionals, 
Peggy Dauser and Cecily Garver. 
 
Programs Team 
Saskia Akyll, Georgia Chapman, Francesca MacQuarrie 
There was much positive feedback from members about several of the speakers 
this year, with comments that they were the best in memory.  The Programs 
Team had a successful survey on the blog to learn about what kind of speakers 
members prefer and used that information for their planning. 
 
Secretarial Team 
Margaretha Gheysen, Michele Papke 
This team has two members to share the responsibility for attending monthly 
committee team meetings, taking and providing detailed minutes.  The 
Administrative Guidelines were updated and posted on the club’s website. 
 
Christmas luncheon: hosted by members from countries not including Germany, 
the US, the UK…known affectionately as the ‘Others’! 
Apologies in advance if I have left anyone out.  Organizing team: Hanne Bax, 
Deirdre Tighe, Margaretha Gheyson, Astrid Poell, Charlotte Bevelsborg, 
Francesca MacQuarrie, Andréa Menescal, Chie Wakita, Carolyn ter Haar.   
In December members from over 15 countries put together a very festive, 
enjoyable and tasty Christmas luncheon for us all.  Packed to capacity as usual, 
the whole team worked together to provide food from all over the world and a 
really fun quiz.   
 
Other teams 
The Auction of Talent team (Hope Moore, Margaretha Gheysen, Francesca 
MacQuarrie, Roxey Lau, Peggy Dauser, Trish Fosbury) is gearing up for this 
much loved and successful biannual fundraiser to be held in March this year.  
Hope Moore will talk more on this after the AGM.   
 
The Annual Social Event team (Anne Scheepstra, Roxey Lau) did a survey on 
the blog about what kind of party or event members would like.  They are looking 
into the 2014 event.   
 
Our current membership does not include many members with young children, 
though our club and the Mothers Corner team (Maria Klatt) actively support such 
members by organizing babysitting for meetings and other social opportunities. 
 
Peace Church 
Our liaison with Peach Church: Pastor Christine Erb-Kanzleiter 
We continue to have a cordial relationship with the host of our meetings and 
special events here at Peace Church.  In addition to the rent for our space, we 



have made several contributions to the church in appreciation for their 
responsiveness and flexibility in hosting our special events. 
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, I want to say a very special thanks for the ongoing support of my 
vice-chairperson, Erika Samano, and for the good advice from our past 
chairperson, Hope Moore.  Their generosity of time, ideas and different 
perspectives have added immeasurably to my first year as your chairperson. 
 
Thank you all. 


